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How We Got Here

● Census Bureau.

● Google Transit (GTFS).

● District of Columbia (Apps for Democracy).

● Sunlight Labs (Apps for Democracy).

● NYC Big Apps / Apps for Metro Chicago.

● App contests vs. Civic Hackathon.

● External users driving adoption of open data policies.

https://developers.google.com/transit/gtfs/


Why is Open Data Important?

● Vivek Kundra: "Democratization of data."

● Government transparency.

● Data tools going mainstream.

● Strong external demand for data.

● Possible to build useful apps.

● Tool to drive innovation & spur economic growth.

● Future of government service delivery?



Open Data in Philly



Philly Examples



Data Community



Open Data Impact

● Creates an environment where governments think 

about reusability of data.

● Government's starting to think strategically about 

data.

● Most creative uses of data often come from those 

who are not stewards of it.

● Architect data & infrastructure that houses it for 

reusability & mashups.



Internal vs. External

● Bezos Mandate - “be open or be fired.”

● All teams will henceforth expose their data and 
functionality through [web] service interfaces.

● All service interfaces, without exception, must be 
designed from the ground up to be externalizable. No 
exceptions.

● Open Data supports the “Reverse Bezos Mandate.”



The (Near Term) Future of Open Data 

"Open data initiatives disrupt government's traditional role as 
'holder' or 'owner' of the data. 

In thinking about open data governance, we need to rethink 
government’s role in relation to the entire set of new 
stakeholders. 

One possibility is to characterize government, as well as all 
other stakeholders as stewards [of data]."

The Dynamics of Opening Government Data
Center for Technology in Government

http://www.ctg.albany.edu/publications/reports/opendata/opendata.pdf
http://www.ctg.albany.edu/publications/reports/opendata/opendata.pdf


The (Long Term) Future of Open Data 

● Platforms like GitHub allow governments to not only 
publish data, but to encourage collaboration.

● GitHub forking allows anyone to use government data 
as part of another project / mashup.

● Git branching allows anyone to work on changes / 
enhancements that can be merged into master.

● Move from data steward to data collaborator.







GitHub for Procurement

http://civic.io/2013/03/27/experiments-in-github-based-procurement/



Conclusion / Questions

?


